INCREDIBLE     CARNEGIE
his playmates and solemnly promised to name a rabbit
for each boy who would scour the fields for dandelions
and clover. Such distinction was not to be resisted. The
neighborhood urchins devoted most of their spare time
to feeding the Carnegie cotton-tails. Andy's first ex-
perience as an employer of labor was a prime success.
The youngster's dearest playmate was little George
Lauder, son of the High Street merchant, who had mar-
ried his mother's sister, Seaton Morrison. She died a few
years after the birth of her only child* The merchant
found solace in the companionship of his boy and Andy*
The chums grew up almost as brothers. They were
"Naig" and "Dod" to each other, lisping nicknames of
their babyhood. "Dod" eventually became one of the
principal partners in "NaigY* great steel enterprises*
The elder Lauder was a man of considerable learning.
He taught the children Scotch and English history and
not a little of literature. Wallace and Bruce, Burns and
Scott, Cromwell and Sir John Graham were their heroes,
George Lauder had an extraordinary way with children.
The boys would break down and weep as he described
the betrayal of Wallace. He would reward them with
pennies and call in the neighbors to hear them recite and
enact the classic struggles between Norval and Glenal-
von, Roderick Dhu and James Fitz- James,
(Ajidie enjoyed his haphazard but profitable education
at home and at Uncle Lauder's so much that he begged
off attending school until he was almost eight* Then
he became one of the 150 boys and girls of assorted ages
and sizes who attended Rolland Street School There
was but one teacher, Robert Martin. He was an ex-
cellent master and necessarily a stern disciplinarian* He
r *4i